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Wilmington—After weeks of criticism for not firing sociology and criminal justice 
professor Mike Adams from the University of North Carolina Wilmington, UNCW 
released a statement this afternoon stating that Adams has decided to retire 
effective August 1, 2020. In the press release UNCW stated, “we will have no 
further comment on this matter at this time, but we plan to share an update later 
this week regarding how we hope to move forward as a university community”. 
 
This comes after UNCW issued a statement at the beginning of June detailing the 
sorrow they felt after hearing about the killing of George Floyd in Minneapolis that 
has sparked protests across the world. This sparked outrage amongst students and 
alumni who felt the university was not “owning up to their words by continuing to 
employ Adams” said one student on UNCW’s Facebook post. This post and posts 
following it accumulated thousands of comments calling for the university to fire 
Adams due to the racist and homophobic comments students claim he has made in 
the past and present.  
 
One petition calling for the firing of Adams had over 28,000 signatures after he put 
out an inflammatory tweet stating, this evening I at pizza and drank beer with six 
guys at a six-seat tabletop. I almost felt like a free man who was not living in the 
slave state of North Carolina. Mass Cooper, let my people go!” 
 
UNCW responded to the comments in another press release stating, “Hateful, 
hurtful language aimed at degrading others is contrary to our university values and 
our commitment to an environment of respect and dignity… however, no matter 
how upsetting and distasteful the comments may be, they are expressions of free 
speech and protected by the First Amendment”. 
 
 
 



 
 
 


